Skip to main content





WBUR







90.0 WBUR - Boston's NPR News StationHealth
 LISTEN LIVE: Loading...


DONATE

WBUR




90.0 WBUR - Boston's NPR News StationHealth
 LISTEN LIVE: Loading...


DONATEHealth


	About
	Newsletter


 Listen Live



Sections
	Local Coverage
	Field Guide To Boston
	Arts & Culture
	Business
	Education
	Environment
	Health
	Investigations
	Cognoscenti
	Boston News Quiz


Radio
	On-Air Schedule
	Morning Edition
	On Point
	Radio Boston
	Here & Now
	All Things Considered
	Ways To Listen 
	All Radio Programs


Podcasts
	The Common
	Endless Thread
	Circle Round
	Beyond All Repair
	The Gun Machine
	Violation
	Last Seen
	All Podcasts


CitySpace
	Event Calendar
	Watch Past Events
	Rentals
	Events Newsletter


Support
	Make A Donation
	Become A Member
	Member Services
	Donate Your Car
	Join The Murrow Society





[image: Patient Rick Slayman, seated, with (from left to right) Dr. Leo Riella, medical director of kidney transplantation, Dr. Nahel Elias, interim chief in the division of transplant surgery, Slayman's partner, Faren, and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai, director of the Legoretta Center for Clinical Transplant Tolerance. (Courtesy Mass General Hospital)]Mass. patient who received pig kidney leaves hospital, continues recovery at home
Richard Slayman, the first living patient ever to receive a genetically modified pig kidney as a transplant, walked out of Massachusetts General Hospital on Wednesday afternoon in good spirits, according...
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[image: A pediatric doctor holds a baby being treated for symptoms of withdrawal at Cape Cod Hospital in Hyannis, Mass. in 2016. (Jessica Rinaldi/The Boston Globe via Getty Images)]Some Mass. hospitals stop infant welfare reporting based solely on drug dependence
Instead of automatically reporting to the state infants born dependent on addictive substances like opioids, new policies ask hospital staff to evaluate whether the newborn faces an imminent risk of...
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[image: Dr. Chloe Campbell meets with a 10-year-old patient for a video visit to discuss her ADHD medication. (Priyanka Dayal McCluskey/WBUR)]Primary care wait times grow in Mass., pushing some patients to ERs
It is a frustrating reality for primary care providers and patients alike. Many people are waiting longer to see their doctors — often weeks or months, if they can find...
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[image: The Good Samaritan Medical Center, a Steward Family Hospital in Brockton, Mass. (Robin Lubbock/WBUR)]Markey, Warren blast Steward and its CEO at congressional hearing in Boston
The lawmakers criticized the growth of for-profit health care and said they have questions about who profited from business deals involving Steward hospitals, and how the company became bogged down...
Health
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[image: A stethoscope on top of a stack of money. (Doug4537/Getty Images)]Adding health to the reparations conversation in Boston
Reparations aren't usually seen as a way to make sure Black Americans have the same chance at health and longevity as do whites. But some public health and medical leaders...
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[image: Jo-Ann Winbush, who works at Codman Square Health Center, is highlighted in a new city campaign to encourage residents to get screened for colorectal cancer. (Courtesy of the Boston Public Health Commission via the Dorchester Reporter)]Boston launches colon cancer awareness campaign focused on predominantly Black communities
The Boston Public Health Commission launched a campaign this week aimed at increasing awareness about colon cancer screening and the ways to combat one of the few known preventable cancers....
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[image: St. Elizabeth's Medical Center, a Steward Health Care family hospital in Brighton, Mass. (Robin Lubbock/WBUR)]In distress, Steward proposes sale of doctors group to Optum
The deal, which will be reviewed by state regulators, is part of Steward's plan to climb out of a financial hole that has shaken the Massachusetts health care industry. The...
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[image: The Soldiers' Home in Holyoke. (Miriam Wasser/WBUR)]Cases settled: 2 ex-officials of Holyoke veterans home where 76 died in pandemic avoid jail time
Two former officials of a veterans home in Massachusetts where at least 76 people died in one of the nation's worst COVID-19 outbreaks in a long-term care facility settled their...
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[image: St. Elizabeth's Medical Center, a Steward Health Care family hospital in Brighton, Mass. (Robin Lubbock/WBUR)]Citing Steward Health, lawmakers take aim at private equity in health care
The hearing about private investments in health care focused primarily on the financial challenges facing Steward Health Care, one of the nation's largest private, for-profit hospital chains, and the uncertain...
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[image: Doctors operate on 62-year-old Richard Slayman of Weymouth on March 16. (Courtesy Massachusetts General Hospital)]In a first, doctors at Mass General transplanted a pig kidney into a living patient
Doctors say the patient, a 62-year-old-man is recovering well from the surgery. It is seen as a milestone and a potential solution to the worldwide shortage of human organs for...
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[image: Protein structures generated by artificial intelligence at Somerville-based Generate: Biomedicines. (Courtesy Generate:Biomedicines)]How biotech companies are using AI to design drugs
Biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies – and their investors – are betting the newest generation of artificial intelligence can help unleash novel treatments for everything from COVID to cancer and chronic...
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[image: People walk near the entrance of Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. (Bill Sikes/AP)]A new strategy to attack aggressive brain cancer shrank tumors in early test at MGH
Researchers at Massachusetts General Hospital and the University of Pennsylvania revved up immune cells that shrank an extremely aggressive type of brain tumor when tested in a handful of patients....
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[image: Bridgewater State Hospital photographed in 2013. (John Tlumacki/The Boston Globe via Getty Images)]Mistreatment persists at Bridgewater State Hospital, report says
The report, from the Disability Law Center, found patients at Bridgewater State Hospital were subjected to illegally forced medication injections, violence from staff, lack of medical care, inappropriate medication for...
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[image: The main entrance of Massachusetts General Hospital. (Elise Amendola/AP)]Mass General, Brigham and Women's hospitals promise closer collaboration
Two of Boston’s biggest and most prominent academic medical centers on Wednesday promised to work more closely together, combining clinical departments in what they’re describing as an effort to improve...
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[image: An empty hospital bed in a patient room. (Thomas Barwick/Getty Images)]Health care costs in Mass. rose sharply again in 2022
CHIA's annual report estimated total health care spending in Massachusetts at $71.7 billion in 2022. Total health care spending was up $3.9 billion (up 5.8% on a per capita basis)...
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[image: A man gets a test at the East Boston Community Health Center COVID-19 testing station at Central Square Park in November 2020. (Robin Lubbock/WBUR)]4 years after the COVID emergency, what the coronavirus means today
The social distancing era is over, the five-day isolation rule is no more, and millions have received COVID vaccines. But experts say the coronavirus is still with us.
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[image: Change Healthcare, a massive U.S. health care technology company owned by UnitedHealth Group, said a ransomware group claimed responsibility for a cyberattack and it has affected billing and care authorization portals. (Patrick Sison/AP)]Mass. hospitals feeling fiscal pinch from Change Healthcare cyber breach
The debilitating cyberattack on Change Healthcare last month is costing the Massachusetts health care system about $24 million a day, and care providers are looking to health insurers for financial...
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[image: Southcoast Health operates several facilities including St. Luke's Hospital in New Bedford. (Courtesy Southcoast Health)]Distressed Steward Health may have a buyer for St. Anne's Hospital in Fall River
Southcoast Health has become the first Massachusetts health care provider to express interest in acquiring a hospital from Steward Health Care, the troubled for-profit company looking to exit the state.
Health
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[image: Sen. Elizabeth Warren speaks during a committee hearing in 2023. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)]Sen. Warren cautions seniors about Medicare Advantage plans
An estimated 31 million Americans are covered by the plans nationally, including about 1.4 million people in Massachusetts.
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[image: Vitamin D tablets on display. (Mark Lennihan/AP Photo)]What we know — and don't know — about the benefits of vitamin D
With the end of winter around the corner, I figured this might be a moment when people might have vitamin D on the mind. So I called Brigham and Women’s...
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